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of beginning the life of a pater familias by the side of young Fraulein Munch. Not a trace of passion had she inspired in him; in all the letters of the year 1774 there is scarcely anywhere anything to remind us of the lovely intercourse with this agreeable partner. In the autumn the weal chain of flowers fell withered from his arms. But the yeai did not come to an end without his forming another attachment which, eleven months later, gave the most decisive direction to his life.
It was on the nth of December that there arrived in Frankfort on their journey to Paris the two princes o1 Weimar, Karl August and Konstantin, with their suite Count Gortz, Captain von Knebel, and Master of the Horse Stein-Kochberg. Knebel, who took a lively interest in literature and had himself made some literary attempts, did nol fail to seek out the author of Werther and invite him to pa} his respects to the princes. Goethe was received by their with much ease and cordiality, and as Moser's Patriotischt Phantasien chanced to be lying on the table the conversation turned to the reform proposals of this patriotic politician. It was not difficult for Goethe to win the favour especially of the clever, active Crown Prince Karl August He was invited to follow the princes to Mainz, where thej were to take a few days of rest, and although his father with his democratic sympathies, had a deep mistrust of anj kind of intercourse with princes, yet by the intervention o1 Fraulein von Klettenberg Goethe received permission tc accept the invitation. Incidentally this evidences Goethe's obedience to his father and his reverence for him in spite o1 his own years and fame. With Knebel, who had remained behind a day in Frankfort " in order to enjoy the best of al men," Goethe followed the princes on the thirteenth and was again very cordially received. When the conversatior drifted to recent literature, and Goethe's satire on Wieland who was very popular at the Weimar Court, was discussed the princes felt obliged to use the opportunity to prepare the way for a reconciliation between the two poets, and the) persuaded Goethe to direct a conciliatory letter to Wieland